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42 Guthrie Street, Paddington

Key details

Addresses At 42 Guthrie Street, Paddington, Queensland 4064

Type of place House

Period Interwar 1919-1939

Style Queenslander

Lot plan L5_RP44596

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 July 2002
Date of Citation — June 2015

Construction Roof: Corrugated iron;
Walls: Timber
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People/associations Edward Hanlon former State Premier (Occupant)

Criterion for listing (H) Historical association

This interwar house is significant as the family home of Edward 'Ned' Hanlon, local MLA for Ithaca from 1926, 
Home Secretary from 1932, Treasurer and Deputy Premier from 1944, and Queensland Premier from 1946 until 
his death in 1952. This modest house, built in what was then the working class suburb of Paddington, remained 
the family home during Hanlon’s meteoric rise from grocer to Queensland Premier.

History 

This modest timber house was built for Edward Michael Hanlon and his wife, Elizabeth, in 1928. Costing ?781, it 
was built by W. Alford of Bancroft Street, Kelvin Grove.

Edward Michael Hanlon was born in Paddington on 1 October 1887. After working as a barristers’ message-boy 
and in a grocery store, he joined Queensland Railways as a porter in 1903. During his teens he belonged to the 
Toowong Workers’ Political Organisation and was involved in the development of railway unionism. He was 
directly involved in the 1912 General Strike, the failure of which saw him forced to leave the railway and enter 
into a grocery business with his brother Patrick Hanlon. He became Secretary of the Ithaca Branch of the ALP 
and a delegate to the Wages Board for the Shop Assistants’ Union. During World War One he enlisted in the AIF 
and served with the 9th Battalion in France. He returned to the grocery business and in April 1922 married 
Elizabeth Carver in St Brigid’s Church, Red Hill.

On 8 May 1926 he was elected to the Queensland Parliament as member for Ithaca. He held the seat for the rest 
of his life. It was during this time that he had this house in Guthrie Street built. He lived there until his death, 
despite his subsequent elevation to Queensland Premier. Under Forgan Smith’s Labor government, Edward 
(‘Ned’) Hanlon was Home Secretary from 1932-35 then Secretary for Health and Home Affairs, including during 
the difficult years of World War II. As the minister he was largely responsible for the development and 
implementation of welfare policies, and under Hanlon’s administration there were significant developments in the 
promotion of health in the Queensland population, particularly in the areas of maternal and child welfare. He also 
initiated a system of prison farms for prisoner rehabilitation.

During this period Hanlon altered and extended his home to accommodate his growing family. “In 1938, 
associated with the advent of sewerage, he added a three room extension at the rear, [after the] war he enclosed 
the front and side verandahs and created an additional room … He eliminated a wall separating the lunge from 
the formal dining room” (PJ Hanlon letter).

On 27 April 1944, Edward Michael Hanlon became treasurer and deputy premier. From 7 March 1946 until his 
death in office in 1952, Edward Hanlon was premier of Queensland.  Hanlon’s wife, Elizabeth, who worked 
tirelessly alongside him during the depression and war years, and made her own valuable contribution to 
community welfare, died in June 1946. In the postwar period there was much political and industrial turmoil, 
which perhaps undermined his health. He died in office on 15 January 1952 and was survived by one of his two 
sons and three daughters.
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Description 

This residence is a typical example of a multiple gabled Interwar house.  Being asymmetrical in design it has a 
main gabled-roof, with two gable-roofed front extensions. The house has corrugated iron roof cladding and 
timber weatherboards external walls. The gable ends are clad with fibro sheeting with wide timber covering strips 
vertically positioned.

The windows are shaded with individual hoods. These are made of timber with corrugated iron roofs.  The house 
is raised above the ground on stumps.  

Vertical battening running the length of the front entryway to the street provides privacy to the main entry.

Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the 
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical association
CRITERION H

The place has a special association with the life or work of a particular person, group or organization of 
importance in the city’s or local area’s history

as it is the family home of  Edward (Ned) Hanlon, railway worker, grocer and local member of parliament (1926 – 
1953), and Queensland Premier (1944-1953).
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Copyright Brisbane City Council

Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external 
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects 
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes 
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and 
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner, 
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.

Citation prepared by — Brisbane City Council (page revised September 2020)
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