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Corner Shop

Key details

Also known as Valley News Agency

Addresses At 69 James Street, Fortitude Valley, Queensland 4006

Type of place Shop/s, Shophouse

Period Federation 1890-1914

Style Free Classical

Lot plan L1_RP41292; L2_RP41292

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 30 October 2000
Date of Information — May 2011

Construction Roof: Corrugated iron;
Walls: Timber
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This two-storey shop and dwelling was constructed circa 1899 for Michael Lyons, a bootmaker. The adjacent
one-storey shop was built slightly later, possibly around 1908. Lyons occupied a section of the shops and leased
the rest to a variety of business owners, including grocers, hairdressers, fruiterers and newsagents. The shops
were situated on the edge of the popular Valley shopping precinct, in a mixed residential and business area
marked by closely-settled subdivisions with narrow streets and occupied by working-class families. On Lyons’
death in 1928 the shops were sold to the tenants, William and Christina Hall, and continued to host the Halls’
grocery store and other small businesses. The two-storey shop-house provides an example of a late nineteenth
century shop with dwelling above and both buildings reflect the commercial and suburban development of the
northern end of Fortitude Valley in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Supporting images 

Brisbane City Council, 'Fortitude Valley Newsagent',
c.1890s, Brisbane Images Collection, Brisbane City
Council Library Services.
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Copyright Brisbane City Council

Note: This information has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this information is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.
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