
Heritage Citation

Countess Street Rail Bridge Abutments

Key details

Addresses Road Reserve  Countess Street, Brisbane City, Queensland 4000

Type of place Bridge

Period Federation 1890-1914

Geolocation -27.465134 153.015911

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 January 2009
Date of Citation — July 2008

Construction Structure: Porphyry

Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (B) Rarity
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These brick and porphyry abutments were built circa 1885 and circa 1895 as part of two rail bridges spanning
Countess Street. The bridges were replaced in the twentieth century to accommodate heavier train engines,
however these abutments were retained and have remained an integral part of Brisbane’s rail network since the
nineteenth century.

History 

The first railway line to be completed in Queensland ran from Ipswich to Grandchester and was opened on 31
July 1865. The line was extended to Dalby in 1868 and then to Warwick in 1871. There was no rail line to
Brisbane at this time.

As the population and significance of Brisbane grew so too did calls for a rail line between Ipswich and Brisbane.
In 1871, a colonial Royal Commission investigated the feasibility of a rail connection and recommended that it
proceed. The line was completed in July 1876 and the Brisbane terminus was located at Roma Street. The
railway station was named ‘Brisbane’ until 1889 when Central Railway Station was opened. Thereafter it was
known as Roma Street Station. 

The line crossed above Countess Street and was originally supported by a wooden bridge with two tracks that
was designed, in 1880, by Frederick Giles Brown, assistant engineer to Chief Engineer’s Branch of Queensland
Railways. The original bridge was unpopular, as it was so low-slung that it hindered road traffic such that “a load
of hay cannot be taken” through it.  Planning for a new Countess Street rail bridge had begun in 1880. But as
rail patronage quickly increased, this, however, necessitated the duplication of the Ipswich rail line and the new
bridge was incorporated into this duplication plan. Survey work for the duplication process began in 1884 and
construction of new lines and bridges was completed in 1885. The first Countess Street rail bridge was replaced
by a steel-girder bridge set upon brick abutments at this time.  The new bridge was larger and higher and
contained four tracks instead of the original two. It was described as likely to be “the neatest bridge in Brisbane”
and “a handsome and substantial structure”.
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The movement of freight via rail also increased. Another rail bridge was constructed over Countess Street circa
1895, enabling access for freight trains to an expanded goods yard at the Roma Street rail station.  This bridge is
located to the south of the second Countess Street bridge and rests on brick abutments that are identical to the
circa 1885 bridge.  

Both bridges have been rebuilt since their original construction to accommodate heavier train engines.  In 1959,
as a result of the quadruplication of rail tracks between Corinda and Zillmere, another bridge was constructed to
the north of the existing abutments. Though the rail lines and other components of the Countess Street rail
bridges have changed over the years, the two southern abutments have remained largely unaltered.

Description 

These abutments are comprised of brick with porphyry stone quoins and caps.  The abutments are currently
painted in a red colour.  There is an elevated walkway extending the length of the abutments on either side of the
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roadway and the abutments span the full width of the rail lines.

Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

as evidence of nineteenth century railway construction in Brisbane.

Rarity
CRITERION B

The place demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of the city’s or local area’s cultural heritage

as a pair of nineteenth century rail abutments.
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Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.
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