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Dam Wall

Key details

Addresses At 637A Lake Manchester Road, Lake Manchester, Queensland 4306

Type of place Bridge, Dam / reservoir

Period World War I 1914-1918, Interwar 1919-1939

Lot plan L1_RP31237; L1_RP31238; L149_S311960; L28_S311572; L2_RP31242

Geolocation -27.487991 152.751337

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 20 February 2004
Date of Information — June 2011

People/associations Arthur Midson (Builder)

Proposed as a way to secure Brisbane’s water supply, the dam at Cabbage Tree Creek was constructed between
1912 and 1916. Later renamed Lake Manchester, the dam was at the time of completion the largest dam in
Queensland. The dam is a 220m long, 35m high Cyclopean concrete dam, with a valve house in the centre and
pipelines (added in the 1920s) discharging into the Brisbane River. Stone for the dam wall was taken from a

Date of Information — June 2011 Page 1



quarry on the northern side of the creek and mixed on site with cement carted by local contractors. The
suspension bridge, spanning the dam wall and adjacent gorge, was added in 1919 as an innovative way to
access the site when the dam was in flood. The bridge was removed in 2007 to allow for site works.
Nevertheless, the Lake Manchester Dam wall is an element of unusual engineering significance and contributes
to a remarkable recreational precinct. It also demonstrates the solutions taken to the problems of Brisbane’s
water supply in the early twentieth century.
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Note: This information has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this information is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.
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