
Heritage Citation

Fetlar

Key details

Addresses At 57 Enderley Road, Clayfield, Queensland 4011

Type of place House

Period Interwar 1919-1939

Style California Bungalow

Lot plan L21_RP34371; L20_RP34371; L22_RP34371

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 January 2011

Construction Roof: Tile;
Walls: Masonry - Render

People/associations Chambers and Ford (Architect)
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Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (E) Aesthetic; (H) Historical association

This Californian Bungalow was designed by Brisbane firm, Chambers and Ford, for Richard Baxter, who worked 
in the wool industry, circa 1923. It is one of several fine homes built on this side of Enderley Road in the 1920s 
when the former estate of Stanley Hall was subdivided. It is significant for its aesthetic qualities and for the 
evidence it provides of the wave of development that occurred in Clayfield during the 1920s when fashionable 
homes were designed for the suburb’s upper middle class residents.

History 

This bungalow style house was built circa 1923 for Richard Baxter who purchased forty eight perches on the 
corner of Enderley Road and Craven Street in July 1922. Baxter's occupation at the time was given as "wool 
expert". Perhaps his family had a Scottish connection as he named the house Fetlar, the name of one of the 
northern isles of Scotland.

The house is one of several homes built in the 1920s on land subdivided from the estate of Stanley Hall by 
Edward Blume, a wealthy pastoralist. This completed the transformation of Enderley Road from a 19th century 
semi-rural retreat to a fashionable, upper middle class suburb. This row of mostly architect designed houses 
stretches from the Spanish Mission home, Breffney, (Hall and Prentice) on the comer with Alexandra Road to the 
Old English style house, Delcotta, (EP Trewem) on the opposite corner of Craven Street and Enderley Road.

Baxter engaged the architectural firm of Chambers and Ford to design his new home. The partnership of CW 
Chambers and EM Ford was established in 1920 and continued in name until 1951 despite Chambers' 
retirement in 1935. Claude Chambers was a prominent Brisbane architect in the early 20th century, particularly 
noted for his fine commercial buildings such as the Finney Isles Building (1909-10) and Perry House (with Lange 
Powell in 1910). However, Chambers worked mostly in Sydney for much of his partnership with Ford, leaving 
Ford to manage the Brisbane firm. The firm was responsible for several Brisbane homes in the newer Interwar 
styles, such as the Californian Bungalow and Old English style.

Chambers and Ford's design for Baxter's home appeared in the Architectural and Building Journal of 
Queensland in September 1923 showing both the front elevation and plan. The elevation shows a pleasingly 
balanced composition of roof, verandah and windows. The plan reveals quite a grand and practical design 
including a large hall, generous living and dining rooms and a bathroom adjoining each of the two bedrooms. 
The kitchen boasts built in cupboards and a servery and is separated from a maid's room by a walk in pantry. 
The house also appeared a few years later in the Queenslander, in a photograph showing a "group of attractive 
houses in Enderley Road". It features many of the classic characteristics of the Californian Bungalow style which 
was introduced to Australia in the 1910s — low pitched roofs with street facing gables, roughcast rendering, 
sleep outs, geometric leadlight glazing and verandah roofs supported on substantial masonry piers, sometimes 
with squat colonnettes.

The property passed to trustees in 1961 after the death of Richard Baxter and was sold in 1965.
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Description 

This rendered masonry house is designed in the Californian Bungalow style. It was originally single storey, 
elevated slightly off the ground, but has had an upper storey added into the roof space. A simple flat topped brick 
chimney adorns the roof.

The house has a relatively low pitched tiled roof with a dominant street facing gable. Beneath the gable which 
has wide eaves and typical vertical battens, is a deep verandah. A smaller gable projects over a sleepout on the 
eastern side of the house.

The front verandah has an attractive open lattice type balustrading which provides a contrast to the solidity of the 
rough cast rendered masonry pillars with their terracotta face brick trim. Pairs of pillars (sometimes referred to 
as. colonnettes) sit on the verandah piers bridging the space between verandah and roof. The verandah has an 
entry with several stairs on the eastern end and features a bay window with leadlight glazing. Other casement 
windows are located on either side of the verandah. A second narrower verandah runs along part of the rear of 
the house.

The front garden has a rendered masonry wall with a similar lattice infill to that used on the verandah.

The house has not been inspected internally.

Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the 
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

as an example of the fashionable architect designed homes built in Enderley Road and the surrounding area in 
the 1920s after the subdivision of the large 'gentlemen's' estates.
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Aesthetic
CRITERION E

The place is important because of its aesthetic significance

for its pleasing use of contrasting materials, fine detailing and balanced composition.

Historical association
CRITERION H

The place has a special association with the life or work of a particular person, group or organization of 
importance in the city’s or local area’s history

as a fine example of the Interwar domestic architecture of notable Brisbane architectural firm, Chambers and 
Ford.
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Copyright Brisbane City Council

Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external 
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects 
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes 
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and 
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner, 
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.

Citation prepared by — Brisbane City Council (page revised September 2020)
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