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Overells Lane

Key details
Addresses Road Reserve Overells Lane, Fortitude Valley, Queensland 4006
Type of place Roadway
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Period Victorian 1860-1890
Geolocation -27.456891 153.033791

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 January 2011
Date of Information — June 2011

People/associations William Overell (Association)

Overells Lane, running off Wickham Street, was one of many service lanes created in Brisbane’s central business
areas in the nineteenth century. Marked on land titles from the mid-1860s, the lane became useful as a
thoroughfare after the Brunswick Street Railway Station was opened in 1890. The name ‘Overells Lane’ gradually
took hold after William Overell relocated his large drapery store to Brunswick Street, fronting the lane, in 1899.
Overell's booming business used the lane for service deliveries. The lane also provided access to various stores
during the Valley's dominance as a shopping precinct in the first half of the twentieth century. Improvements to
the lane were proposed in the 1930s but never made, and the lane has since fallen into disrepair. However the
lane remains valuable for its connection with the Overells and later Waltons Department Store, and reflects the
development of Fortitude Valley through the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
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Copyright Brisbane City Council

Note: This information has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this information is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.
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