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Virginia Private Hospital (former)

Key details

Also known as Major Clatworthy's Residence

Addresses At 19 Prince Street, Virginia, Queensland 4014

Type of place House, Hospital

Period Interwar 1919-1939

Style Queenslander

Lot plan L72_RP34739; L71_RP34739

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 July 2003
Date of Information — July 2018

Construction Roof: Corrugated iron;
Walls: Face brick
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People/associations Catherine Gemmell (Association);
William John Clatworthy  (Occupant)

Major William John Clatworthy purchased a large block of land in Prince Street in 1924. He was a director of the
Virginia Brick Company, which he helped establish in 1893. In 1927, he built this house using bricks made at his
Enoggera and Virginia Bricks & Pipes Ltd factory located at Brickyard Road. In 1941, the house was converted
into the Virginia Private Hospital and run by Nurse Catherine Gemmell. She and her husband Alexander
purchased the property in 1943. Suburban private hospitals were common throughout Brisbane until the
construction of Brisbane's major public hospitals in the late 1950s and 1960s. These small, private hospitals
provided medical services for their local communities, particularly ante-natal and post-natal care. The Virginia
Private Hospital closed in the late 1950s.
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Note: This information has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this information is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.
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