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Webster's bakery ruin

Key details

Also known as Webster's bakery

Addresses At 151 Annerley Road, Dutton Park, Queensland 4102

Type of place Factory

Period Federation 1890-1914
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Lot plan L1201_SP227476; L1202_SP227476; L1203_SP227476; L1204_SP227476; 
L1205_SP227476; L1206_SP227476; L1207_SP227476; L1208_SP227476; 
L1301_SP227476; L1302_SP227476; L1303_SP227476; L1304_SP227476; 
L1305_SP227476; L1306_SP227476; L1307_SP227476; L1308_SP227476; 
L1401_SP227476; L1402_SP227476; L1403_SP227476; L1404_SP227476; 
L2201_SP227476; L2202_SP227476; L2203_SP227476; L2204_SP227476; 
L2205_SP227476; L2206_SP227476; L2207_SP227476; L2208_SP227476; 
L2209_SP227476; L2210_SP227476; L2301_SP227476; L2302_SP227476; 
L2303_SP227476; L2304_SP227476; L2305_SP227476; L2306_SP227476; 
L2307_SP227476; L2308_SP227476; L2309_SP227476; L2310_SP227476; 
L2401_SP227476; L2402_SP227476; L2403_SP227476; L2404_SP227476; 
L2405_SP227476; L2406_SP227476; L2501_SP227476; L2502_SP227476; 
L2503_SP227476; L2504_SP227476; L3101_SP227476; L3102_SP227476; 
L3103_SP227476; L3104_SP227476; L3201_SP227476; L3202_SP227476; 
L3203_SP227476; L3204_SP227476; L3205_SP227476; L3207_SP227476; 
L3208_SP227476; L3209_SP227476; L3301_SP227476; L3302_SP227476; 
L3303_SP227476; L3304_SP227476; L3305_SP227476; L3306_SP227476; 
L3307_SP227476; L3308_SP227476; L3309_SP227476; L3401_SP227476; 
L3402_SP227476; L3403_SP227476; L3404_SP227476; L4201_SP227476; 
L4202_SP227476; L4203_SP227476; L4204_SP227476; L4205_SP227476; 
L4206_SP227476; L4207_SP227476; L4301_SP227476; L4302_SP227476; 
L4303_SP227476; L4304_SP227476; L4305_SP227476; L4306_SP227476; 
L4307_SP227476; L4401_SP227476; L4402_SP227476; L4403_SP227476; 
L4404_SP227476; L4405_SP227476; L4406_SP227476; L4407_SP227476; 
L4501_SP227476; L4502_SP227476; L4503_SP227476

Geolocation -27.494504 153.027575

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 January 2005
Date of Citation — November 2003

Construction Walls: Porphyry

Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (E) Aesthetic; (H) Historical association

This porphyry wall survives as a remnant of family bakery business ‘Websters’, which operated on the site from 
around 1885 until 1966. It appears to have been part of one of the buildings that formed the original bakery 
complex designed by local architect Mark Taylor. The company moved to Kedron in 1966 and most of the 
buildings were later demolished. This wall remnant, along with more recent brick and concrete walls, are all that 
survive in the lot.

History 

David Webster began manufacturing bread at his Annerley rd, Dutton Park site in 1883, and the enterprise 
known as “David Webster and Sons Ltd” eventually occupied the entire frontage of Annerley rd between Walton 
St and Nelson St, opposite Boggo rd Gaol. Cafes, shops and delivery carts linked to the business were a well-
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known part of Brisbane life in the late 19th century. In 1895 architect Mark Taylor designed a group of factory 
buildings for David Webster, located on the corner of Annerley rd and Nelson St. Renowned for their biscuits and 
cakes, “Webster’s” moved to Kedron in 1966.

John Webster Jr purchased Lot 21, on the corner of Walton St and Annerley rd, in 1885, and it was transferred to 
David Webster in 1888. As the building which stood at the front of  Lot 21 (of which the porphyry wall appears to 
be a remnant) was present on 1923 sewerage maps of the block, we can assume that it was part of extensions 
to the original bakery complex and was thus built sometime between 1895 and 1923. The building in question 
was still present in 1946 aerial photos.

In 1953 Lot 21 was leased to City Electric Light Company Ltd. The entire site of the factory is now empty land, 
and the remaining wall is thus an interesting remnant of an important early business in the “Boggo Rd” area. The 
Porphyry section of wall would make an interesting feature for any residential development, although the  red-
brick wall remnants have less aesthetic value.

Description 

The vacant area of the old bakery complex has a concrete retaining wall to the rear, running between Walton St 
and Nelson St. The claybrick/porphyry wall of interest extends back along Walton St from the corner with 
Annerley rd, complete with window openings. The section closest to Annerley rd has some courses of later brick 
on top of it, and the section of the porphyry wall facing Annerley rd has been faced in concrete. Sections of red 
brick wall also lie further up Walton St, and north along Annerley rd from the Walton St corner.

Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the 
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

as a remnant of an 1880s bakery complex that operated on the site for more than 80 years and encouraged 
commercial growth in the local area.
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Aesthetic
CRITERION E

The place is important because of its aesthetic significance

as an unusual porphyry stone wall remnant with clay brick window framing.

Historical association
CRITERION H

The place has a special association with the life or work of a particular person, group or organization of 
importance in the city’s or local area’s history

as a remnant of family-owned Brisbane bakery complex, 'Websters'.
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Copyright Brisbane City Council

Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external 
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects 
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes 
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and 
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner, 
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.

Citation prepared by — Brisbane City Council (page revised September 2020)
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