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12 Boyd Street, Nundah

Key details
Addresses

At 12 Boyd Street, Nundah, Queensland 4012

Type of place

Cottage, House

Period

Victorian 1860-1890

Style

Queenslander

Lot plan

L18_RP34079

Key dates

Local Heritage Place Since — 1 July 2005
Date of Citation — October 2010

Construction

Roof: Corrugated iron;
Walls: Timber
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Criterion for listing

(A) Historical; (B) Rarity

This timber-framed cottage appears to have been built as a rental property for local baker Leonard Henry
Hathaway some time between 1887 and 1891. Built with a transverse gable roof and external chimney, it is a
rare example of a nineteenth century cottage in the Nundah area and reflects the residential development of
Nundah during this time.

History
Hathaway had purchased two blocks of land, one in 1886 and the other in 1887, both of which were in close
proximity to the new and rapidly developing centre of Nundah.

From the time of the opening of the railway line to Sandgate in 1882, the building boom characteristic of many
other suburban areas in Brisbane began to make its mark in Nundah. With large numbers of immigrants seeking
work and accommodation, housing estates and industrial development encroached on what had been to that
time, a predominantly farming area. Though the Moravian missionaries had been granted 640 acres at Zion’s Hill
in 1838 on which to establish their mission the Aborigines, it was not until 1850 that the land was resumed for
closer settlement. In the 1850s, the land in the vicinity of the German Station as the area was known was
surveyed and then sold at auction.
George Bridges, who would prove to be a notable local entrepreneur and hotelier, acquired allotments eight and
seven of portion 6 - an area of 66 acres, two roods and eight perches by Deed of Grant in 1855. Over the next
twenty years, his acreage was broken up and in 1883, John Westphal a local farmer purchased 3 acres 30
perches from Bridges. This included the land on which the house is situated. With its proximity to facilities such
as the railway, the school and the main road to Sandgate most of Westphal’s land was subdivided and sold
between 1883-1888. Leonard Henry Hathaway purchased two of the blocks, one of 14.5 perches facing what we
now know as Chapel Street in 1886 from Carl Goeldner and one of 13.6 perches fronting 1887 from Westphal.
The two blocks shared a common rear boundary.
It appears that Hathaway had this property built on the block fronting Boyd Street between 1887 when he was
granted title to the block and 1891 when he took out a mortgage to Charles George Preston. The whole property
remained in Hathaway’s possession until 1912. At that time the Corporation of the Baptist Church acquired the
block facing Chapel Street for fear Hathaway may build another cottage on the land and inhibit future expansion.
The house and land fronting Boyd Street was acquired by Henry Frank Irvine. In 1916 Irvine’s widow Violet
acquired the property and in 1920 she took out a Mortgage for £650. The property was transferred to Clara Hill a
widow in 1934 and soon after she takes up residence there. She appears to have been resident there until her
death in 1937 when the property passed to another member of the Hill family. It remained in the hands of the Hill
family until 1993.
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Description
This residence presents as a nineteenth century cottage of timber with a tin roof. The dwelling is a colonial gable
style with a single gable running in the east-west direction. The building has a stepped convex front verandah
roof. A substantial chimney is located on the western side. The building has an elevated position in the front and
tapers down at the rear, compensating for the fall of the allotment. There are stairs leading up to the central
(porch) entry.

Statement of significance
Relevant assessment criteria
This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history
as evidence of late nineteenth century workers' housing in Nundah.

Rarity
CRITERION B

The place demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of the city’s or local area’s cultural heritage
as a rare surviving example of a nineteenth century workers' cottage in Nundah.
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Copyright Brisbane City Council
Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.
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