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15 Moonya Street, Bardon

Key details

Also known as Governor's Residence, Fernberg

Addresses At 15 Moonya Street, Bardon, Queensland 4065

Type of place House, Work residence, Administrative offices / building

Period Victorian 1860-1890

Style Queenslander

Lot plan L104_RP73392; L85_RP73392; L84_RP73392

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 30 October 2000
Date of Citation — November 2012

Construction Roof: Ribbed metal;
Walls: Timber
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People/associations Ronald Brady (Occupant)

Criterion for listing (A) Historical

This one-storey, hip-roofed timber residence was built as part of the servants' quarters in the grounds of
Government House at Gardens Point during the 1870s. In 1910, the building was relocated to the site of the
current Government House at Bardon where it continued to be used as servants’ quarters until the late 1940s. It
was then moved again to Moonya Street in Bardon and split into two adjacent residences. In 1961, one of
ABQ2’s first newsreaders purchased and lived in one of the houses until 1970. This house underwent numerous
extensions during the 1970s and in 1985 was rejoined with the adjacent house to form one private residence.

History 

The land on which the building is now situated was once included in Judge Harding's large country estate, St.
John's Wood. From 1921 to 1946 it was part of the 25 acre dairy farm of Elizabeth and Charles Ozanne. In 1946,
the Ozannes' land was purchased by the Queensland Housing Commission, who subdivided the land in 1953.  

Photographic evidence suggests that the servants' quarters, known as the Servants' Cottage, were constructed
in the grounds of Old Government House during the 1870s. In 1884, an extension comprising 4 rooms was
added to one side. The cottage provided accommodation for the hall porter and his family as well as 5 bedrooms
for male servants and 4 bedrooms for female servants. In 1909, the Queensland Government was seeking a
new governor's residence. Fernberg, a mansion at Bardon, was leased as a temporary residence and the
Governor and his staff moved to their new premises in 1910. The Servants' Cottage was cut into sections and
transported to Fernberg, where it was reassembled as two separate buildings. The larger of the two buildings
became the Office, and the remaining section of 4 rooms and a verandah became servants' quarters once more.
In 1918, the Office was enlarged by removing the front verandah and extending the bay window.

Fernberg remained a temporary Governor's residence until 1938 when plans were made for major additions to
the main house. Fernberg was then accepted as a permanent Government House. In 1949, a new Auxiliary
Building was constructed, replacing the timber office that had been transported from Old Government House.
The timber office, which had been purchased by the Queensland Housing Commission in July 1946, was moved
to Moonya Street, Bardon sometime between 1946 and 1949. According to a former resident, the building was
positioned in two separate sections on adjacent lots 84 (15 Moonya Street) and 85 (17 Moonya Street). The
section of the building at 17 Moonya Street underwent alterations soon after it was divided. The verandah on the
western side of 15 Moonya Street was enclosed by the Campbell-Stewart family who resided in the house from
around 1949 to 1961. During this time, the title deed of the property remained with the Queensland Housing
Commission.

In 1961, the house at 15 Moonya Street was sold to well-known Brisbane television personality Ronald Brady.
Brady was one of the earliest presenters of the 7pm news on ABQ2 (now the ABC) which commenced
broadcasting in 1959. Ron Brady and his wife, Karen, sold 15 Moonya Street in 1970. The house was extended
by the subsequent owner in 1973. In 1975, the house changed hands again. Further major extensions to the rear
of the house including a two-storey bay window and verandah were carried out in 1980 at a cost of $35 000.
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 These additions won a Housing Industry Association award. The house was sold again in 1984. 

In 1985, the present owners of 15 Moonya Street, who had also purchased 17 Moonya Street, rejoined the two
sections of the building. This was accomplished by removing a room previously added to the front of 17 Moonya
Street and rotating the house 90o anticlockwise.  As 17 Moonya Street had lost its original roof, special ribbed
iron roofing was constructed to match the original roof on no. 15. 

Although this house has been moved twice and altered on several occasions, it retains its special heritage
significance as a building that has strong associations with both Old Government House and the present
Government House.

Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

for its vice regal association as the servants quarters of Government House from the 1870s to the late 1940s.
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Copyright Brisbane City Council

Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.

Citation prepared by — Brisbane City Council (page revised June 2022)
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