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152 Waterworks Road, Ashgrove

Key details

Addresses At 152 Waterworks Road, Ashgrove, Queensland 4060

Type of place House

Period Interwar 1919-1939

Style Queenslander

Lot plan L87_SP271299; L1_SP297864; L2_SP297864; L3_SP297864; L4_SP297864

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 30 October 2000
Date of Citation — February 1997

Construction Roof: Corrugated iron;
Walls: Timber
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Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (D) Representative

Constructed circa 1920 for James Moodie, this timber and tin Federation Bungalow style cottage provides
evidence of the residential development along Waterworks Road in the early twentieth century. As a substantially
intact example of an interwar residence, the cottage makes a fine contribution to the streetscape.

History 

This intact Federation style timber cottage on the corner of Waterworks Road and Fulcher Road is evidence of
residential development along Waterworks Road early this century. The exact date of construction is difficult to
deduce from available records. Although built in the Federation style (1890-1915), the available historical
evidence points to the house being constructed after the site was purchased by James Moodie in 1918.

Although Waterworks Road had been established as a thoroughfare early in the area's history with farmland at
the Gap settled in the 1850s and the opening of Enoggera Reservoir in 1866, by 1890 there were only around a
dozen houses on each side of Waterworks Road at Ashgrove. These homes were predominantly owned by
middle class residents. Residential development was more advanced along Waterworks Road at Red Hill, closer
to the city. It was not until the extension of the Red Hill tramline to Ashgrove in 1924 that Ashgrove became a
well-populated residential suburb.

The site of the house was once part of Portion 644, an area of more than 3 acres between Waterworks Road
and Ithaca Creek, granted to Christopher Henry Llewellyn in 1867. In 1878, Portion 644 was purchased by
commission agent Ebenezer Hooker of Hooker and Son.  In April 1879, the land was transferred to his business
partner, accountant John Edwin Elliott. An early plan for Ithaca Creek Estate shows the entire portion divided into
25 allotments, each of which adjoins the creek.  The first allotments from this estate were not sold until 1881.

In 1887 two subdivisions (a total of 1 rood 21 perches) were purchased by Henry Freer, a Customs official who
lived in Musgrave Road, Red Hill until around 1909. After Freer's death in late 1915, his land at Waterworks
Road was transferred to George Bowyer Stack, a postal official residing in Brisbane, and Nellie Freer (spinster)
of Nambour as trustees. They almost immediately sold the land to Frederick Viner, also a resident in Waterworks
Road, Ashgrove. In 1917, George Stack and Nellie Freer repurchased the land before selling it to James Moodie
in 1918.

James Moodie was a builder who had resided in Musgrave Road, Red Hill since around 1903. Soon after
purchasing the land on the corner of Waterworks and Fulcher Roads, Moodie mortgaged the property for an
unknown amount. Moodie is first listed in post office directories as living on this site in 1921-22. This evidence
suggests that the house was constructed, possibly by Moodie, circa 1919-20.

Moodie mortgaged the land again for ?643 in 1923 before selling to William Preece in 1925. Preece lived at this
address before selling the property to George Lumb. After Lumb's death in 1951, his widow, Martha, continued
to live in the house. Martha Lumb died in 1956. The house remained in the Lumb family until 1964. It has since
remained in private hands.
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Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

as evidence of residential development in Waterworks Road in the early twentieth century.

Representative
CRITERION D

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a particular class or classes of cultural
places

as an example of an intact Federation style timber and tin cottage.

References 

1. JOL Estate Map collection

2. Post Office Directories.

3. Queensland Government Gazette 1916

4. Titles Office Records
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Copyright Brisbane City Council

Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.

Citation prepared by — Brisbane City Council (page revised June 2022)
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