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2 Atthow Avenue, Ashgrove

Key details

Also known as Jolly Residence

Addresses At 2 Atthow Avenue, Ashgrove, Queensland 4060

Type of place House

Period Interwar 1919-1939

Style Queenslander

Lot plan L58_RP48221

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 30 October 2000
Date of Citation — February 1997

Construction Roof: Tile;
Walls: Face brick
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People/associations Mervyn Hamilton Rylance (Architect)

Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (E) Aesthetic; (H) Historical association

Designed by prominent Brisbane architect Mervyn H. Rylance around 1938, this interwar home was built for Mr
and Mrs Alex M. Jolly and their family. The brick and weatherboard house was considered to be a prime
example of the modern designs for which Mervyn H. Rylance was renowned.

History 

This timber residence was designed by Brisbane architect, Mervyn H. Rylance, for Mr and Mrs Alex M. Jolly circa
1938.  With carefully composed and proportioned elevations, it picks up on attributes of traditional English
architecture translated into Brisbane domestic building traditions.

Mervyn Rylance worked in London and Sydney before commencing his architectural practice in Brisbane in
1936. While well known for his Old English style of interwar houses, Rylance also designed homes influenced by
the Modern movement, (eg. the Benson house in Markwell Street, Hamilton, 1936), and in the Mediterranean
style (eg. Kent St., Ascot, 1938). An example of a Rylance-designed Old English home is the Wolfe house in
Windermere Road, Hamilton, built in 1938.  Rylance is one of a number of architects who, from 1935, rejected
stylism in favour of the philosophy of European Functionalism, producing Modern houses which differed
markedly from earlier work by Queensland architects.

Atthow Avenue was originally part of the large estate owned by Supreme Court Justice Harding of St. John's
Wood from the 1860s to the 1890s. Much of this land was subdivided for residential development by F.M. Anglim
during the 1920s. At this time, Ashgrove was experiencing a building boom that commenced in 1924 with the
development of the Glenlyon Gardens Estate by T.M.Burke and several other estates. The extension of the
tramline to Ashgrove in 1924 and to the Ashgrove State School in 1935 encouraged residential development in
areas such as Atthow Avenue, which were previously relatively isolated from the city. 

During this period, a variety of housing styles were built in the Ashgrove area, including new imported styles
such as Californian Bungalow, Spanish Mission, and Tudor Revival, as well as houses that were closer to the
traditional Queenslander in design and material. The residents' desire for the most progressive and fashionable
styles of homes was in keeping with the suburb's status as an elite residential area with large allotments,
curvilinear streets and planned parks and nature strips.

The first house to be built in Atthow Avenue was constructed during the mid-1930s. By the end of the 1930s,
more than half a dozen homes had been built in the street. As the population of the area grew, major expansions
took place at the Ashgrove State School to accommodate the growing number of pupils. The nearby Catholic
Mater Dei Church opened in July 1937.

The house at 2 Atthow Avenue was built by L.B. de Grant, of Toowong, for an estimated price of £2 200. This
was a substantial sum at a time when the average estimated cost of building a workers' dwelling was around
 £450. Number two Atthow Avenue was considered to be a prime example of modern housing design and was
featured in a monthly journal, Steering Wheel and Society & Home, in August 1939. The article described the
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house as having an "Elizabethan character" with an uninterrupted view of the city and surroundings hills. The
house was constructed of brick and weatherboard with a tiled roof by Wunderlich Limited. The design of the
house included a kitchen with pantry and built in cupboards, a spacious sun porch and a large "family community
room". The bathroom featured a black and white terazzo floor. Today, the former home of the Jollys and their
four children remains in private hands.

Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

as it demonstrates the development of Ashgrove as a fashionable middle class suburb with many fine architect
designed homes in the interwar period.

Aesthetic
CRITERION E

The place is important because of its aesthetic significance

for its design which features the juxtaposition of its tiled gable roofs and homely detailing such as multi-paned
windows with timber shutters.

Historical association
CRITERION H

The place has a special association with the life or work of a particular person, group or organization of
importance in the city’s or local area’s history

as a good example of the domestic work of prominent Brisbane architect Mervyn Rylance.
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Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.
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