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31 Linda Street, Sherwood

Key details

Addresses At 31 Linda Street, Sherwood, Queensland 4075

Type of place House, Farm

Period Federation 1890-1914

Style Queenslander

Lot plan L13_RP82792; L14_RP82792

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 January 2005
Date of Citation — January 2010

Construction Roof: Corrugated iron;
Walls: Timber
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People/associations Jimmiesons (Occupant);
Martindales (Occupant);
Nosworthys (Occupant)

Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (H) Historical association

This former farmhouse is believed to have been built some time before 1890 for George Jimmieson. Jimmieson
had worked land in the district 1866. The house later passed to two other local farming families, the Martindales
and the Nosworthys. The house still sits on its original 1890 subdivision and survives as a good example of a
late nineteenth century farmhouse.

History 

The area from Chelmer to Corinda was known as “Boyland’s Pocket” in the 1850s, Captain Boyland having
leased the area in 1851.  In 1860 the new Queensland government opened up the district for selection, at a price
of 1 pound per acre, resulting in the establishment of a number of farms ranging anywhere between 25 and 70
acres in size. Attempts were made by pioneer selectors during the 1860s and 1870s to produce maize, potatoes,
bananas, cotton, sugar cane, and arrowroot. The opening of a railway bridge at Indooroopilly in 1876 reduced
the isolation of the area, and allowed for increased subdivision. The first main wave occurred in the 1880s, a
boom period for Brisbane. However, many of the allotments sold at this time remained vacant for years, and
continued to be used for small farming operations. Later waves of building, occurring after each of the World
Wars, gradually reduced the amount of farmland, and new housing continues to envelop those gracious older
houses which once stood on acreage, surrounded by gardens.

In April 1889 George Theodore Bell, auctioneer, purchased 11 acres and 30 perches of land in portion 92 from
George Jimmieson, who had farmed the 25 acre portion since 1866. Jimmieson also owned portion 118. Bell
never lived in the area, and the house at 31 Linda St is marked on the estate map in November 1890 that
advertised subdivisions for sale in “Sherwood Heights”, which would indicate that the house was built by
Jimmieson, and was possibly the farmhouse for portion 92. 

In November 1890 Daniel Murcott purchased the Linda St property of 38.6 perches from Bell, but Murcott is
never listed in the POD or QER for the district. 

Julia Elizabeth Martindale (nee Nosworthy), wife of Charles Clewley Martindale (married 1865), purchased the
house in 1896. She appears to have been the daughter of Robert and Betsy Nosworthy, who had immigrated
from Devon to Queensland with three children in the early 1860s, and who farmed on portions 113 and 114
alongside Oxley Creek. Nosworthy Park, Corinda, is where their homestead was. 
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C.C. Martindale farmed on portion 98, and his property is remembered through Clewley and Martindale streets,
Corinda. He took title at 31 Linda St when Julia Elizabeth Martindale died in 1901. In 1902 the house was
transferred to Julia Margaret Nosworthy, Julia Elizabeth’s younger sister, who was a popular Sunday School
teacher in Sherwood during the 1920s and 1930s. Julia Margaret Nosworthy sold the house to Alfred and
Florence May in 1928, and died in 1942. She is buried with her parents Robert and Betsy in the Sherwood
Anglican cemetery.

The property was sold to the Brandes family in 1946, and remains in their hands. In 1958, 1.4 perches was
resumed for the railway, but the property remains essentially as it was when the “Sherwood Heights” estate was
advertised in 1890.

Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

as an 1880s farmhouse that survives as a remnant of Sherwood's rural heritage.

Historical association
CRITERION H

The place has a special association with the life or work of a particular person, group or organization of
importance in the city’s or local area’s history

for its links to three early farming families in the district, the Jimmiesons, the Martindales and the Nosworthys.
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Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.
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