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58 Grove Street, Albion

Key details

Addresses
Type of place
Period

Style

Lot plan

Key dates

Construction

At 58 Grove Street, Albion, Queensland 4010
Cottage, House

Victorian 1860-1890

Queenslander

L105_SP125993

Local Heritage Place Since — 1 January 2004
Date of Citation — October 2010

Roof: Corrugated iron;
Walls: Timber
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Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (D) Representative

This cottage was built circa 1888 for George Knox as a speculative development designed to benefit from its
locality to busy Albion Station. As an 1880s timber and tin worker’s cottage, it represents the second stage of
Albion’s development which occurred after the arrival of the railway in 1882.

History

While Albion had initially been a semi-rural area dotted with grand houses, the coming of the railway in 1882 saw
the urbanisation of the area, which was largely populated by Scottish migrants. In 1885, rail duplication work
began from Albion to Eagle Junction stations to meet the demands of the railway branching off to Doomben
which resulted in Albion becoming more attractive for residential development. By the late 1880s and early
1890s Albion was one of a number of prosperous suburban centres that had arisen in response to the expansion
of Brisbane from its former small city core.

Grove, Terrace, Wakefield and Bale Streets initially formed part of the ‘Albion Station Estate’ even though Grove
Street was initially listed in the Breakfast Creek district. This timber and tin worker’s cottage was constructed
circa 1888 for George Knox as a rental investment, and was likely tenanted by upholsterer Anton Kruger from
1889. In 1890, auctioneer and land developer Archibald McNish Fraser purchased the house and continued to
use it as a rental property.

Archibald McNish Fraser was a prominent builder and real estate agent, operating his Onward Auction Mart from
offices located in the Brisbane Town Hall, in Queen Street. He arrived in Brisbane from Argylshire, Scotland in
1880 and worked as a builder before he expanded into real estate and established the Onward Auction Mart and
the Onward Real Property Mart in 1887. In 1888, the Aldine History of Queensland enthused over McNish
Fraser’s role as a Brisbane success story by stating *...It is with pride the city looks upon the prosperity of many
such young men’. 1 McNish Fraser was already familiar with Albion as he had built his new family residence
‘Dunaverty’ in Birkbeck Street in 1887 and he had lived in Albion since 1882.

After renting the cottage for almost 15 years, Anton Kruger purchased 58 Grove Street in 1902. Kruger possibly
had an arrangement with McNish Fraser that he would be a long-term tenant with the aim of eventually buying
the property from his landlord. But Queensland was gripped by an economic depression during the 1890s and
this may explain why it took Anton Kruger 14 years to purchase his home outright. The house has since been
owned by numerous people.

While many similar cottages were constructed in Albion during the nineteenth century, many have been
demolished or removed to make way for new development.

Statement of significance
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Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

as an example of working class housing built during Albion's development in the late nineteenth century.

Representative
CRITERION D

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a particular class or classes of cultural
places

as a substantially intact example of an 1880s timber and tin workers cottage.
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Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.
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