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64 Chester Street, Teneriffe

Key details

Addresses At 64 Chester Street, Teneriffe, Queensland 4005

Type of place House

Period Victorian 1860-1890

Style Queenslander

Lot plan L2_RP9222

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 30 October 2000
Date of Citation — January 2013

Construction Roof: Corrugated iron;
Walls: Timber
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Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (E) Aesthetic

This elegant timber house was built as a rental investment circa 1886 by Weedon Dawes, an officer in the
Customs Department. The house, which was named ‘Chesney Wold’, is a fine example of the houses built by a
middle class person in the area. The house continued to be a rental property until at least 1930.  It is significant
in demonstrating the pattern of residential development in Newstead-Teneriffe in the late nineteenth century and
has aesthetic value.

History 

The suburbs of Fortitude Valley, New Farm and Newstead–Teneriffe were some of the first urbanised areas of
Brisbane. They were adjacent to the city centre where European development occurred with the establishment of
the Moreton Bay penal colony in 1825. Following the cessation of transportation in 1838, the sale of land for ‘free
settlement’ commenced in 1842. Much of the land was bought by speculators, although the area contains the
oldest home in Brisbane – Newstead House (1846). Hon. James Gibbon, MLC and property speculator
purchased large tracts of the land in what became New Farm and Newstead, and built his own home, Teneriffe
House on Teneriffe Hill in 1865.

The area was administered by the Booroodabin Divisional Board from 1879 as residential estates were sold and
businesses developed. During the 1870s a number of large land purchases were subdivided and sold. Gibbon’s
1854 purchase of 86 acres was subdivided and sold as house lots, mostly ranging from 18.4 to 38 perches, from
1866 to the end of the 1880s. Residential development in the New Farm and Newstead areas from the 1850s
established a pattern of smaller residential blocks being sold to the working middle classes with elite settlers
settling on elevated land or near the river. During the 1880s Brisbane’s economy was booming as the colony’s
primary produce (particularly wool) was in demand, and immigration both fostered and was the result of
increased development. Residential development followed the pattern of better, more expensive homes being
built on ridges and elevated land, with cheaper workers’ cottages being built on the flats. The elevated land in the
vicinity of Teneriffe House on Teneriffe Hill was bought by skilled workers, professionals and merchants.

Weedon Dawes, an officer in the Customs Department purchased land on the corner of Kent and Chester
Streets and built his own home which he called ‘Wannock’ in 1885. He had purchased the block next door in
1884 and soon after moving into his own home, had the house that it is now 64 Chester Street, built. This house
was named ‘Chesney Wold’, possibly from the Dickens’1850 novel Bleak House. Dawes’ investment house had
its first occupant in 1887. William Turnbull, estate agent or stock and station agent rented the house until 1892.
During the 1880s the occupants of Chester Street provide a snapshot of the community in this part of the city.
The manager of Queensland Fruit and Preserving Works lived near Ann Street, with skilled workers such as a
mariner, brewer, horsekeeper and drayman living in the lower part of the street.  A grocer, bricklayer, barber and
crockery merchant were the immediate neighbours of Dawes’ houses. A groom, solicitor, accountant and
commercial traveller resided in houses further up the hill. This residential development was all overlooked by
Gibbon’s ‘Teneriffe House’.

The house was vacant during 1892-3 when the economic depression was at its most severe. At this time, a new
title in the name of Fanny Isabella Dawes, Weedon Dawes’ wife, was created. Dawes’ neighbours at this time
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were a civil engineer, insurance inspector, house decorator, traveller and clerk. From 1894 until 1900 Frederick
Hannington, the Secretary of the Darling Downs & Western Land Co Ltd, resided in ‘Chesney Wold’. Following
three short term leases, the house was rented long term by Mrs Gladys Bell from 1911 until 1930. The house
was sold in the postwar years and did not change hands again until the mid-1960s. This ownership was also
long term with new owners acquiring the house in 1998. They undertook some renovation and additions and
added a pool before re-selling in 2000. 

The well-kept house and its gardens make a fine contribution to the streetscape of Chester Street and the
surrounding area of relatively intact character housing.

Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

as evidence of middle class housing development at Newstead in the late nineteenth century.

Aesthetic
CRITERION E

The place is important because of its aesthetic significance

as an elegant nineteenth century residence featuring a pleasing symmetry of design and simple detailing.
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Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.
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