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66 Wassell Street, Wynnum

Key details

Addresses At 66 Wassell Street, Wynnum, Queensland 4178

Type of place House

Period Interwar 1919-1939

Style California Bungalow

Lot plan L1_SP302385; L3_SP302385; L2_SP302385

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 January 2004
Date of Citation — May 2011

Construction Walls: Timber

People/associations Brown and Broad (Builder)
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Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (B) Rarity

The house on the corner of Wynnum North Road (formerly Lytton Road) and Wassell Street was constructed in
1934 for John W. Watson, a mill engineer, by Newstead contractors Brown and Broad. The site had been part of
the Sheppard Smith Estate, offered for sale in 1905 but unsold until 1917, when Benjamin Burton Whitehouse
purchased over seven acres of the estate. Whitehouse sold off sections of the land in the 1920s, including this
corner allotment comprising 76.4 perches, to Germaine Sheppard in 1928. Watson purchased the site in 1934,
shortly before the construction of his timber residence. Watson’s house was one of the first residences on the
street and was for several years surrounded only by farmland and undeveloped allotments. The large corner
block was subdivided and partially sold in 1966, finally passing from the family’s ownership in 1974.

Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

as an interwar house in an area of Wynnum dominated by postwar housing. The house is indicative of the early
development in the area surrounding Nazareth House (1924) which stalled until after World War II.

Rarity
CRITERION B

The place demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of the city’s or local area’s cultural heritage

as an interwar house in north-west Wynnum it demonstrates the late development of this fringe area of the early
twentieth century seaside resort of Wynnum.
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Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.
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