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77 Enderley Road, Clayfield

Key details

Also known as Bilboa

Addresses At 77 Enderley Road, Clayfield, Queensland 4011

Type of place House

Period Interwar 1919-1939

Style California Bungalow

Lot plan L12_RP34371; L11_RP34371

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 January 2011
Date of Citation — June 2009
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Construction Roof: Terracotta tile;
Walls: Timber

People/associations Eric Percival Trewern (Architect)

Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (E) Aesthetic; (H) Historical association

This unusual Interwar home was designed by influential Brisbane architect, Eric Percival Trewern. It was built for 
Alexandra Raff, a widow, in circa 1924. It provides evidence of the pattern of development in Clayfield during the 
1920s when large estates were subdivided for the construction of high quality, fashionable houses. It also has 
aesthetic value and adds to the historic streetscape of Enderley Road.

History 

This home was built circa 1924 for Alexandra Raff (nee Bassingthwaighte), the widow of William Raff, a 
Queensland grazier. It was designed by influential Brisbane architect, Eric Percival Trewern, who helped 
popularise new trends in domestic architecture in Brisbane during the Interwar period.

Alexandra Raff purchased 32 perches of Blume’s land in Enderley Road in August 1923 and commissioned 
Brisbane architect, EP Trewern to design her new house.  The builder was B. Hollingsworth. Mrs Raff resided in 
her Enderley Road home with two other women, Doreen and Edith Raff, who were probably her daughters. The 
house was named Bilboa. This was also the name of the property at Bell in southern Queensland, where 
Alexandra Raff resided with her husband before his death. 

The house is one of several built in this section of Enderley Road during the 1920s when Blume subdivided and 
sold parts of his estate of Stanley Hall (now St Rita’s College). Like many other homes in Enderley Road and the 
surrounding area, it was architect designed and inspired by the latest housing styles of the Interwar period.  The 
house was featured in both the Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland in 1924 and the Queenslander 
in 1927. The photograph published in the Queenslander shows the timber of the gables, balustrading and bay 
window was originally stained, in contrast with the pale finish of the piers and external walls.

EP Trewern worked for the Queensland government before setting up his private architectural practice in 1920. 
He was also active in the development of professional bodies for architects in Queensland. Trewern is attributed 
with introducing the Spanish Mission style to Brisbane and is also known for his early use of the Mock Tudor and 
Californian Bungalow styles. 

The house at 77 Enderley Road is one of several homes Trewern designed that interpreted the newly imported 
Californian Bungalow style. He designed a similar house behind 77 Enderley Road in Florence Street.  Both 
houses feature the unusual semi-circular opening in the roof space. Although elevated, Mrs Raff’s house has 
several features commonly found in the Californian Bungalow style including the use of substantial masonry 
piers, roughcast rendering, a timber shingled skirt under the bay window and stylised leadlight glazing.
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Mrs Raff sold her Enderley Road home in 1933 to Effie Watson. It changed hands twice more before being 
purchased by the present owner.

A pool was added to the property in 1982 and the house has been extended at the rear, possibly in 1994. An 
additional gable has been added to the roof at the rear of the house on the southern side. From Enderley Road, 
apart from the enclosing of part of the understory with french doors, the house appears much as it did in the 
Queenslander illustration in 1927.

Description 

This striking timber house with a terracotta tiled roof is inspired by the Californian Bungalow style. It is elevated 
on masonry piers and was originally single storied with additional rooms in the roof space.  It has a complex roof 
shape with several gables including two which face the street. The gables are decorated by prominent timber 
brackets which protude beyond the roofline and some have half-timbered battens. The upper front gable 
contains a semi-circular opening onto an internal verandah. The entrance to the house is via a gabled porch on 
the eastern side.

The house is asymmetrical in form with one of the front facing gables projecting over a bay window with a flared 
weatherboard skirt. The window has multi-paned casement windows. An L-shaped verandah wraps around from 
the front to the western side of the house. Beyond the verandah is a second bay window, facing east. 

The verandah has substantial rendered masonry piers which are repeated in the boundary front fence. Parts of 
the understorey have been enclosed. An additional gable has been added to the roof space at the rear of the 
house. A swimming pool is located in the back yard.

Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the 
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

for the evidence it provides of the subdivision of large estates in the Clayfield/Ascot area during the 1920s for the 
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construction of high quality, often architect designed homes for Brisbane's aspiring middle class.

Aesthetic
CRITERION E

The place is important because of its aesthetic significance

as a highly attractive Interwar home which features contrasting materials, fine detailing and a balanced but 
asymmetrical form.

Historical association
CRITERION H

The place has a special association with the life or work of a particular person, group or organization of 
importance in the city’s or local area’s history

as a good example of the domestic architecture of EP Trewern, a prominent Brisbane architect of the Interwar 
period.
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Copyright Brisbane City Council

Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external 
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects 
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes 
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and 
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner, 
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.

Citation prepared by — Brisbane City Council (page revised September 2020)
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