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De Aar

Key details

Also known as De-Aar

Addresses At 80 Chatsworth Road, Greenslopes, Queensland 4120

Type of place House

Period Interwar 1919-1939

Style Queen Anne

Lot plan L2_RP107039

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 January 2003
Date of Citation — July 2001
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Construction Roof: Terracotta tile;
Walls: Timber

Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (D) Representative; (E) Aesthetic

This house, constructed in 1915 for David and Ethel Tait, provides physical evidence of the distinctive pattern of 
development in the Greenslopes area in the early part of the twentieth century. This development was 
characterised by small, modest homes on small blocks and more substantial middle class homes on large 
allotments. Development was also shaped by the construction of a tramline to the city in 1914. This house, 
known as ‘De Aar’, was the residence of the son-in-law and daughter of wealthy engineer and mining 
entrepreneur GC Willcocks. Willcocks had purchased the site in 1890 and the property remained in the family 
until 1959. As a large Federation style house in a garden setting that has a striking appearance when viewed 
from the street, it has significant aesthetic value.

Description 

This large residence, located on a very large gently sloping site in the corner of Cornwall St and Chatsworth Rd 
is built on stumps, almost touching the ground on its south-east side while being elevated at the other side.

The house has a multi-hipped tiled-roof with a separate encircling timber verandah. Two hipped roof extensions, 
over bay windows, project in front of the main pyramid roof giving the house its unusually shaped symmetrical 
frontage to Cornwall St.

The separate verandah roof is supported on square timber posts decorated with simple elegant brackets in the 
Federation Style and has a three-rail dowel balustrading. Some sections between the verandah posts are 
enclosed with timber louvres.

Front steps to the verandah are centrally located opposite the main entry. The front door contains an 
arrangement of sidelights with fanlights above.

The area under the house has been partially enclosed with brick patterning.

The house with its scale, prominent corner location and extensive grounds, has a strong presence in the street 
and a landmark quality.

Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the 
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Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

as the house, a substantial middle class residence on a large block, provides evidence of the pattern of 
development of the Greenslopes area in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Representative
CRITERION D

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a particular class or classes of cultural 
places

as a large, intact middle class Federation home built on a sizeable block.

Aesthetic
CRITERION E

The place is important because of its aesthetic significance

for its striking, unusual appearance, graceful design and landmark quality.
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Copyright Brisbane City Council

Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external 
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects 
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes 
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and 
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner, 
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.

Citation prepared by — Brisbane City Council (page revised September 2020)
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