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H.Bayard Residence (former)

Key details

Also known as Windermere

Addresses At 71 Park Road, Yeronga, Queensland 4104

Type of place House

Period Interwar 1919-1939

Style California Bungalow

Lot plan L3_RP37742; L2_RP37742; L1_RP37742

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 January 2004
Date of Citation — July 2003
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Construction Roof: Tile;
Walls: Timber

People/associations Bayard family (Occupant);
Chambers and Ford (Architect)

Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (E) Aesthetic; (H) Historical association

Constructed circa 1925 for Mildred and Henry Bayard, this gracious home was designed by architects Chambers 
and Ford and features distinctive decorative and architectural features of the California Bungalow style. The 
Bayard family were well-known in the local area; Henry was involved with the Bayard’s family drapery business 
and managed the Ipswich store until his death in 1953. Mildred continued to live in the house until her death in 
1991.

History 

This spacious Interwar home was built in c1925 as the marital home of Mildred Ethel Bayard and Henry George 
Bayard, a prominent businessman and son of the founder of the early Queensland drapery firm, Bayard Pty Ltd.

Mildred purchased the three corner blocks, comprising 48 perches, opposite Yeronga Park in August 1924.

The house was designed by Chambers & Ford, which became one of the largest architectural practices in 
Brisbane. Claude William Chambers was responsible for designing many of Brisbane’s public buildings prior to 
joining the partnership. These included Commercial Traveller’s Association in Elizabeth Street (1906) and Perry 
House on the corner of Albert and Elizabeth Streets (1910-1913). By the 1920s Chambers had moved to Sydney 
and Eric Marshall Ford was managing the Brisbane office and running the partnership from 1920 to 1951.

Henry Bayard managed the Bayard Ipswich store until his death in 1953. George Arthur Bayard, Henry’s father, 
became one of the successful merchants of Queen Street, after settling in Brisbane in the late 1880s. George 
established a flourishing drapery enterprise in Melbourne Street, South Brisbane in 1883. His entrepreneurial 
flair later resulted in the opening of more stores in Nambour, Wynnum and Ipswich. The more prestigious Queen 
Street store opened in 1939 after the purchase of Hartleys Building. At this time the firm’s Melbourne Street 
premises was closed. 

The Bayards were a well-known Yeronga family, where they enjoyed the prestige and social life afforded by a 
successful Queensland-wide business. 

The Bayard company suffered during and after World War Two, finally going into voluntary liquidation in 
February 1981, having traded for 99 years, but falling victim to changing shopping patterns and drive-in shopping 
centres. The slow demise of the Bayard business coincided with the deaths of the two Bayard men. Henry 
Bayard (69) and his brother Reginald Bayard (65) both died in 1953. Henry Bayard’s son George died in 1983 at 
the age of 53 and was one of the last remaining family members to hold equity in the Bayard Stores.

Mildred Bayard continued to live at 71 Park Road, taking in a series of live-in companions and household help. 
Altogether, she lived in the house for about 66 years, moving in as a young bride and residing there until her 
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death in 1991.

Description 

This Interwar highset dwelling is prominently located on the corner of Park Road and Killarney Street. The house 
and its surrounds appear to be in fairly original conditions although some minor changes (such as the enclosing 
of the verandah) have occurred since it was constructed in c1925.

The house is a multi-gabled timber structure with weatherboard cladding and marseille tiles roof. The dwelling, 
with its visually prominent roof, projecting gables and asymmetric frontage, is a good and original example of the 
fashionable bungalow style of the Interwar years. 

The thick pebble-dash pillars to sill level on the porch and weatherboard balusters, are typical elements from the 
Californian Bungalow.

Entry to the house is via a porch, later enclosed, like the front verandah. A bay window projects at the front into 
the verandah while another bay window is on the side elevation.

The timber fence, with a raised top rail and palings and an entry feature complements the style of the house.

According to a 1996 report on the Bayard House for the Applied History Centre, much of the interior of the house 
is in its original form and reflects fashionable Interwar detailing. According to this report, between the living and 
dining rooms is a wooden room divider featuring an arch and pedestal base on either side and decorated with a 
tulip motif. The buff-coloured brick fireplace is fan-shaped and has a timber mantelpiece. The walls of the living 
and dining rooms have vertical stained timber straps at intervals which frame wallpapered panels.

Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the 
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

as an interwar house built during the suburbanisation of Yeronga, and as a California Bungalow style house that 
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represents an evolutionary period in Queensland housing design.

Aesthetic
CRITERION E

The place is important because of its aesthetic significance

as an excellent example of the work of architects Chambers and Ford and by demonstrating considerable visual 
merit through its individual style and distinctive decorative and architectural features of the Interwar California 
Bungalow style.

Historical association
CRITERION H

The place has a special association with the life or work of a particular person, group or organization of 
importance in the city’s or local area’s history

for its long-term association with the Bayard family, who owned south-east Queensland drapery business Bayard 
Pty Ltd, and as a fine residence designed by prominent architects Chambers and Ford.
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Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external 
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects 
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes 
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and 
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner, 
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.
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