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MacPherson's Outlook

Key details

Also known as The Rockery

Addresses At 20 Waldo Street, Norman Park, Queensland 4170

Type of place Lookout

Period Postwar 1945-1960

Lot plan L103_RP12495; L102_RP12495; L104_RP12495; L105_RP12495;
L106_RP12495; L82_RP12495; L101_RP12495

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 January 2004
Date of Information — May 2011

People/associations Brisbane City Council (Builder)

In June 1911, the Managing Director for Australia of Waugh & Josephson Pty. Ltd. Ernest Alfred MacPherson
and his wife Mabel Lucy MacPherson purchased land overlooking the Brisbane River in what was then East
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Brisbane. They lived in a house at 9 Waldo Street. Mabel died on 23 January 1930. Ernest eventually remarried.
When Enest died on 17 October 1942, he bequeathed his private lookout ‘The Rockery’ to the Brisbane City
Council. His will stipulated that his widow Gladys Mary MacPherson retain the house and have unrestricted
access to ‘The Rockery’. After Gladys died on 18 January 1958, her trustees negotiated the future of the site with
Council. Council took full control of MacPherson’s Outlook on 28 July 1959.

Copyright Brisbane City Council

Note: This information has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this information is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.
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