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MUIOOF Lodge Hall (former)

Key details

Addresses At 12 Gore Street, Albion, Queensland 4010

Type of place Hall, Care facility

Period Interwar 1919-1939

Style Queenslander

Lot plan L1_RP45553

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 January 2004
Date of Citation — August 2008
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Construction Roof: Corrugated iron;
Walls: Timber

Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (D) Representative; (G) Social

This timber hall was built in 1927 as a lodge hall for the Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows
which established itself in Albion in 1866. Prior to the construction of this hall, the Prince Albert Victor Lodge
chapter held fortnightly meetings in the Albion Public Hall, however it was eventually considered unsuitable and
in the 1920s, funds were raised to construct a dedicated lodge hall. The order operated as a philanthropic
society to which members made regular donations with the understanding that their medical and/or funeral
expenses would be taken care of in the event of illness or death. The lodge met regularly in the hall until it was
sold in 1983.

History 

The Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows organisation was originally founded in Manchester,
England as a philanthropic society that provided medical and funeral benefits to members and their widows and
dependants. An Australian branch of the Oddfellows organisation was established in Melbourne in 1840 when
English MUIOOF member Augustus Greaves migrated to Australia. Organisations providing some form of
medical and funeral insurance helped to defray the high costs of sickness and death during an era of poor public
health standards, high funeral costs and limited (or non-existent) government funding for hospitals and medical
expenses. Members made regular contributions to their Lodge funds in return for payment upon death or illness
to either themselves or their dependents.

The Queensland branch of the Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows began in August 1848 when
the Loyal Strangers Home Lodge began conducting meetings in Brisbane. By 1863 a separate Brisbane District
had been approved and lodges became much more than mutual, self-help health insurers. The organisation was
governed by a hierarchy of officers and each lodge met regularly at public or private rooms or halls, while non-
members were barred from meetings. Lectures were delivered to Lodge members at meetings and a set of rules
were also established to govern the behaviour expected of members during these meetings. 

On 26 August 1886 the Prince Albert Victor Lodge was formed at Albion, with meetings being held fortnightly in
the Albion Public Hall on the corner of Sandgate Road and Birkbeck Street. For reasons not specified, the Albion
Public Hall was considered ‘unsuitable’ to host official visits from District Officers so in 1926 approval was
granted from the governing Board of Directors to spend £1300 on a new hall thought to be designed by past
grand brother, J. Edgar Young. Tenders were called late in 1926, and construction began early in 1927, just as
membership reached 210. 

The new hall was being used for meetings from April 1927, however construction wasn’t completed until July.
The hall was considered by the Queensland Oddfellows chapter to be a landmark in the district and in the history
of Oddfellowship. The hall had ample seating (for almost 300), frosted windows, a new piano, and although
electric lights had been installed, failures were an ever-recurring problem, forcing many evening events to be
conducted by candlelight. The grand opening of the hall on 15 August by visiting District Officers was an
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entertaining event, with music, speeches, dancing, ample refreshments and episodic electricity failures. 

In the 1920s and 1930s Albion was experiencing another growth period as the surrounding suburbs and those to
the north expanded. Urban improvements were proceeding apace and in 1927-28 the Abbotsford Road Bridge at
the Albion Fiveways was constructed to accommodate the increased road traffic arising from the suburban
expansion to the north. The interwar years also saw the expansion or renovation of many of the commercial
buildings in Albion, and the construction of a number of new blocks housing multiple shops.

The hall was owned by the Prince Albert Victor Lodge chapter until 1983 when Robert Barnard purchased the
building to be used as a workshop for his business, the locally well-known Albion Glass and Mirror Co. Pty Ltd.
 In 1991, an addition was made to the rear of the building extending the glass workshop; however the building
has not been substantially altered from its original form and retains its integrity as a former Lodge hall.

Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

as an interwar lodge hall built for the Manchester Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows who began providing
essential health benefits for members and their families at a time when the government did not.

Representative
CRITERION D

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a particular class or classes of cultural
places

as a good example of a small, purpose-built interwar meeting hall.

Social
CRITERION G

The place has a strong or special association with the life or work of a particular community or cultural group for
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social, cultural or spiritual reasons

as the lodge hall for the Prince Albert Victor Lodge chapter of the Manchester Unity Independent Order of
Oddfellows for more than fifty years.
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Copyright Brisbane City Council

Note: This information has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this information is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.

Information prepared by — Brisbane City Council (page revised April 2022)
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