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The Ripples

Key details

Addresses At 224 Flinders Parade, Sandgate, Queensland 4017

Type of place House

Period Federation 1890-1914

Style Free Gothic

Lot plan L2_RP50437

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 January 2004
Date of Citation — February 2013

Construction Roof: Corrugated iron;
Walls: Timber
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Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (B) Rarity

‘The Ripples’ is a modest timber cottage built circa 1906 when Sandgate was a popular seaside destination for
Brisbane’s holiday makers. Used in the past as a seaside rental property, it has a picturesque design with two
projecting gables and contributes to the historic townscape of Sandgate, particularly along the esplanade.

History 

This unusual timber seaside cottage dates from the turn of the nineteenth century when Sandgate was a
fashionable seaside resort. Although not currently well maintained, it has a picturesque design featuring twin
gables with decorative barge boards and contributes to the historic townscape of Sandgate.

Sandgate developed as a popular seaside destination for Brisbane residents from the 1860s particularly for
those able to afford private transport. The opening of the railway from Brisbane to Sandgate in 1882 made the
resort town more accessible to holiday makers. It subsequently grew rapidly in size and popularity, becoming the
premier seaside resort in the Brisbane area and was proclaimed the Town of Sandgate in 1902.  The Upper and
Lower Esplanades were particularly desirable addresses and many elegant holiday homes were constructed for
those who could afford a second residence at the seaside. The sea breezes and opportunity to bathe in the
ocean were considered particularly beneficial for those needing to convalesce.

This part of the Lower Esplanade (later renamed Flinders Parade) was sold for residential development by
Joshua Jeays in the 1880s. The house straddles two of the original housing lots. The northern of these two lots
was acquired by James Thomson, a bookbinder in 1884. The two lots remained in separate ownership until 1906
when Thomson acquired the other allotment. It is likely that James Thomson, already a resident of Flinders
Parade from as early as 1889, built the house as a rental holiday property. The house, which acquired the name
of “The Ripples” is one of a row of several similarly sized homes. The property was sold to Joseph Mathieson in
1916.

The house’s design, with its decorative projecting gables, is reminiscent of the style featured in some more
substantial Brisbane homes such as ‘Brighton Terrace’ (a pair of late 1880s semi-detached houses at West
End), and an interwar house at 227 Cavendish Road, Coorparoo. More modest than many of its neighbours on
Flinders Parade, The Ripples, demonstrates the popularity of Sandgate as a seaside destination for less affluent
holiday makers.

While owned by Mathieson, the house was a holiday rental property. In December 1931, the Catholic Daughters
of Australia, rented “The Ripples” for six weeks for the purposes of providing seaside holidays for 100 children of
the ‘most needy’ families. 

After the Mathieson’s death in 1933, “The Ripples” passed to his widow, Isabella, who subdivided the land,
selling 24 perches. A quaint timber building, ‘The Ripples’ has remained standing as a modest seaside cottage
for over a century.
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Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

As a turn of the century cottage, built on the esplanade at Sandgate it demonstrates Sandgate's development as
a popular seaside resort.

Rarity
CRITERION B

The place demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of the city’s or local area’s cultural heritage

As a picturesque, turn of the century cottage with twin projecting gables.
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Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.

Citation prepared by — Brisbane City Council (page revised June 2022)
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