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Tram Shelter (former)

Key details

Addresses At 418 Gympie Road, Kedron, Queensland 4031

Type of place Tram / bus shelter

Period Interwar 1919-1939

Style Arts and Crafts

Lot plan L753_SL8480

Geolocation -27.400279 153.031386

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 July 2003
Date of Citation — December 2010

Construction Roof: Tile;
Structure: Timber
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People/associations Brisbane City Council (Builder);
Frank Costello (Architect)

Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (B) Rarity; (H) Historical association

This hipped roof pavilion tram shelter was built in time for the opening of the tramline extension from Kedron
Brook Bridge to Lutwyche Cemetery in 1925. For 22 years, this shelter marked the terminus of the Gympie Road
tramline until it was further extended in 1947. During World War 2, it provided an important link between the
Chermside Army Camp and the City. After the closure of the trams in 1969, the shelter was reutilised for the new
bus routes along Gympie Road.

History 

After the First World War, the northern Brisbane suburbs of Lutwyche, Gordon Park and Kedron expanded due
an influx of new residents. As a result, the new Brisbane City Council (formed in 1925) sought to expand its tram
services into these suburbs. During the Interwar period (1919-39), private car ownership was still small amongst
Brisbane residents and so trams remained popular as a form of public transport. The first tramline expansion
was from Kedron Park along Gympie Road and terminating at the Lutwyche Cemetery. It was completed and
officially opened on 2 May 1925. The hipped roof pavilion tram shelter outside the Cemetery would have been
constructed around this time. Council’s City Engineer Frank Costello designed all of Council’s interwar tram and
bus shelters. The tramline extension influenced the urban redevelopment of semi-rural Kedron. The Kedron
Tram Estate had begun auctioning house blocks in 1919, though its location at Rode and Gympie Roads and
Sydney Street was to the north of the tram terminus.

On 5 October 1940, the Australian Army established a training camp for the volunteers and conscripts drawn into
the Australian Military Forces (AMF or militia) at Alonzo Sparke’s Paddock off Gympie Road at Chermside. Until
the camp closed on 30 April 1946, the Army ran its own bus service down to the Lutwyche Cemetery tram stop
so that troops, on leave, could catch a tram into the City. This bus service ran from the Murphy Road main gate
down to Lutwyche Cemetery. This was an improvement on the situation during World War One when the Army
had established a military camp in the same location. Then, horse-drawn cabs and later motor cabs took troops
on leave down to the nearest tram terminus on Lutwyche Road near the Kedron Brook Bridge. 

During World War Two, if a soldier missed one of the Chermside Camp buses, he could always try to hitchhike
along Gympie Road to the tram terminus. Local civilians also made use of the increased bus services provided
for the Camp. The trams had their windows blacked out as an air raid precaution. The tram shelter at 418
Gympie Road was the end of the line for troops returning from leave. From there, they were collected by the
Army bus and driven back to the Camp. The Commonwealth Government declared the end of the Second World
War on 15 August 1945 as Victory over Japan (VJ) Day. It was a day of wild and jubilant celebrations in which
the Lutwyche Cemetery tramline played a part. Soldiers and local residents decided to catch a tram into the City
because roads were being closed due to the celebrations. The trams were packed with people going into the City
where large crowds were wandering across or driving up and down the major streets.      

After World War Two, work recommenced on furthering the tram network around Brisbane. In 1947, the Route

Date of Citation — December 2010 Page 2



62 tramline from Lutwyche Cemetery was extended and reached the Chermside shopping precinct on Gympie
Road. As part of a suburban beautification scheme, Council constructed new flowerbeds along either side of the
Gympie Road tram rails in 1956-57. The Brisbane City Council announced that it would cease running trams by
March 1969. Gradually, tram services were wound down with the Kedron tram line closing on 2 December 1968.
The final Brisbane tram ran on 13 April 1969.
 
Thereafter, the former tram shelter near the corner of Gympie Road and Kitchener Road was reutilised as a
Brisbane City Council bus shelter. The steel tramlines were either removed or covered over along the Gympie
Road tram route through Kedron. Eventually this timber shelter became the only surviving structure from the
Lutwyche Cemetery tramline.

In April 2003, the Lutwyche Cemetery tram shelter was specifically identified in the Brisbane City Council’s Tram
and Bus Shelters c.1915-1950s Conservation Management Plan produced by heritage architect Jinx Miles. This
Plan provided a Condition Report on the Lutwyche Cemetery tram shelter and outlined the measures that
needed to be undertaken to repair and restore the structure, as well as for its preservation and heritage
protection. Appendix 3 contained a colour analysis for the Lutwyche Cemetery tram shelter and gave
recommendations on a colour scheme for repainting this shelter.

On Page 44 of Council’s Tram and Bus Shelters c.1915-1950s Conservation Management Plan, it states:

The tram and bus shelters are valuable public assets. They are important as markers across the
City identifying the earlier tramways and trolley bus network, forms of transport no longer in
operation. The tram and bus shelters represent a valuable part of the Council’s history. They should
remain in Council ownership. 
The protection of the significance of the tram and bus shelters should not be put aside to meet other
more pragmatic or short-term concerns.

Description 

A hipped roof pavilion shelter.

Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:
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Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

as the only remnant of the 1925 Lutwyche Cemetery/Gympie Road tram route.

Rarity
CRITERION B

The place demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of the city’s or local area’s cultural heritage

being one of a small number of surviving timber, hip roof pavilion tram shelters.

Historical association
CRITERION H

The place has a special association with the life or work of a particular person, group or organization of
importance in the city’s or local area’s history

as a reminder of the local tramline that was important to the urban development of Kedron and for the vital public
transport access that it provided to Lutwyche Cemetery and the wartime Chermside Army Camp.
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Copyright Brisbane City Council

Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.

Citation prepared by — Brisbane City Council (page revised September 2022)
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