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Tram substation (former)

Key details

Also known as Brisbane City Council Electricity Supply Department Substation No 10 
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Addresses At 413 Ipswich Road, Annerley, Queensland 4051

Type of place Substation

Period Interwar 1919-1939

Style Stripped Classical

Lot plan L5_SP128808

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 January 2004
Date of Citation — July 2003

Construction Walls: Face brick

People/associations Roy Rusden Ogg (Architect)

Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (F) Technical; (H) Historical association

The former Brisbane City Council Electricity Supply Department Substation No 10 is important in demonstrating 
the change to a Series System for distributing and supplying electricity in Brisbane. It was built in 1936 at a time 
of tramway expansion following the Council’s acquisition of the tramways system from the Brisbane Tramways 
Trust in 1925. As one of 11 substations built during this period, it stands as an important reminder of a 
substantial public transport infrastructure that once powered Brisbane’s extensive tram network.

History 

The Tram Substation No 10 was built in 1936 by Brisbane City Council which also owned the land. 

Located at Annerley Junction, it was one of 11 substations erected in the 1920s and 1930s and located at 
strategic points across the city. Brisbane City Council purchased the site in 1935 to build the substation. W. 
Arundell was the Chief Engineer, and designed by architect, Roy Rusden Ogg, who was BCC Tramways 
Department architect at the time. The Chief Draughtsman was E L Bryant. The substation had a 500 kw Mercury 
Arc Rectifier.

This former industrial building remains structurally sound. The machinery has been removed. It appears to have 
been built on the site where several earlier wooden buildings associated with the Annerley Junction Hotel (eg 
wheelwright, saddler, etc) were located.

Trams were very important to the urbanisation of Annerley, and the junction of Annerley and Ipswich Roads 
(where the former tram substation is located), was the focus of the suburb. 

The Brisbane Tramway Co Ltd introduced electric traction in 1897. It took over the existing horse lines. An 
extension in Ipswich Road as far as Cornwall Street was built in 1895 and extended in 1899 just south of the 
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junction of Annerley and Ipswich Roads. By 1915 the Ipswich Road line was extended to Aubigney Street 
(Yeronga Park). Further extensions were made to Beaudesert Road, Marooka in 1937 and to Evans Road in 
1941 to help serve munitions factories during World War 11.

Meanwhile the Dutton Park tramline (opened in 1908) provided a second service to the northern part of Annerley 
and was extended from Cornwall Street in 1939.

The Brisbane Tramways Trust, which acquired the tramway system from the private Brisbane Tramways Co 
from 1 Jan 1923, operated the system for three years before it was abolished and the greater Brisbane City 
Council took over operations.

Land titles show that the property on which the former substation was located, was transferred to Queensland 
Brewery Limited in November 1970. It was later transferred to the current owners of the Annerley Junction Hotel 
in 2001. The former substation is currently used as a drive-in bottle shop for the Annerley Junction Hotel.

Description 

The substation is a solid, well-built face brick building. The functional austerity of the substation is relieved by 
finely crafted brickwork detailing with dentils and cornices to the high parapets on the facades facing Annerley 
and Ipswich Roads which feature metal rainwater heads and downpipes.

The building, which appears to be in fairly good condition, has a number of relatively small multi-paned window 
openings at the upper level. These windows are generally recessed within the brickwork with rendered 
architraves and small projecting sills.

The former substation has frontages to both Ipswich and Annerley Roads.

Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the 
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history
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as an interwar tram substation built at a time of tramway expansion following the Brisbane City Council's 
acquisition of the tramways system from the Brisbane Tramways Trust in 1925.

Technical
CRITERION F

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technological achievement at a particular 
period

As a fairly intact example of an industrial building that helped power Brisbane’s extensive tramway network; and, 
as the first substation to demonstrate the change to a Series System for distributing and supplying electricity in 
Brisbane.

Historical association
CRITERION H

The place has a special association with the life or work of a particular person, group or organization of 
importance in the city’s or local area’s history

as a substation that was owned by the Brisbane City Council for 35 years and provided a municipal public 
transport system across the city.
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Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external 
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects 
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes 
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and 
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner, 
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.
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