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Trevecca

Key details

Addresses At 17 Palm Avenue, Ascot, Queensland 4007

Type of place House

Period World War I 1914-1918

Style Bungalow

Lot plan L2_RP227882

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 July 2005
Date of Citation — July 2003

Construction Roof: Terracotta tile;
Walls: Timber
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Criterion for listing (A) Historical; (D) Representative; (E) Aesthetic

This fine residence was constructed circa 1915 for physicist and mathematician Sydney Lusby and his wife Alice. 
Since the 1880s, Ascot had been developing as a prestigious suburb and was a sought after location for 
Brisbane’s upper class residents. The Lusbys lived at ‘Trevecca’ until at least the 1930s and sold the property in 
1960. The substantially intact house survives as a fine example of middle to upper class housing in Ascot in the 
early twentieth century.

History 

The land on which this house stands is a part of a 32-acre portion first purchased by John Buckley in 1856. Over 
a period of several decades the portion was gradually cut into smaller allotments, until in 1890, two five-acre 
subdivisions were bought by Andrew Hoggan and William Pagan.

Andrew Hoggan was a railways engineer, appointed Assistant Engineer in the Southern and Central Division in 
1886. Pagan also worked for the Railways Department, appointed Resident Engineer for the Central Division 
from January 1882. Hoggan and Pagan were probably brothers-in-law. Pagan married Sarah Hampton Hoggan, 
and a daughter was born in 1886. Andrew Hoggan and wife Catherine had a daughter in 1887, making it 
probable that Sarah and Andrew Hoggan were of the same generation, siblings or cousins. 

It seems likely that Pagan built his house on his part of this land around 1894 to 1895 when he returned to work 
in Brisbane. The McKellar’s map published in 1895 labels the ten-acre block “Tulloona”, for the house situated at 
81 Alexandra Road

In March 1909 Pagan and Hoggan split their ten-acre holding, Pagan retaining the lot containing “Tulloona” and 
Hoggan taking the other five acres. There is no evidence that Hoggan built a house or lived here. A year and a 
half after ownership of the land was split, Hoggan died in Strathyre Scotland, leaving the five acres of land to 
George Bradbury Hoggan, John Hoggan and James Miller. Four years later they sold the land to Annie Smith, 
Elizabeth Jardine and John Paddle, who subdivided it into quarter-acre blocks and sold them, in the main in 
pairs, resulting in a series of large building sites.

In June 1915 physicist and mathematician Sydney Gordon Lusby bought a half-acre plot comprising two 
subdivisions. After an education in Sydney and at the Cavendish Laboratory Cambridge, and a short stint 
lecturing in mathematics at Sydney University, Lusby was appointed Lecturer in Physics at the University of 
Queensland in 1912. He remained at the University in various academic posts, rising to Associate Professor, 
until retiring aged 70 years 1955. He died in Brisbane in February 1973 at 88 years of age.

Lusby evidently built “Trevecca” immediately after purchasing the land. There was no mortgage registered 
against the place. By the time the 1915/6 Queensland Post Office Directory was issued Lusby was living here. 
The Lusby family lived in the house until at least the mid 1930s. In 1917 Lusby transferred the land to his wife 
Alice, who retained ownership until 1960.

By 1933, when the Council Detail Plan was surveyed, the area around Alexandra and Enderley Roads, Sword 
and Bennison Streets and Palm Avenue boasted numerous substantial houses sited within large grounds, 
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including many with tennis courts.

Description 

This substantial residence is recessed from the street frontage, its large grounds providing it with a setting that 
enhances its design and prominence. The dwelling is a timber-clad structure with a timber verandah wrapping 
around to the side.

The house with its large, simple tiled roof planes and deep shady verandahs with simple, elegant timber brackets 
is a fine example of the Federation Bungalow style. Although visible from the street the house is located too far 
back to allow for an accurate description of its finer details and architectural elements.

The masonry fence with timber gate is of more recent construction.

Statement of significance 

Relevant assessment criteria

This is a place of local heritage significance and meets one or more of the local heritage criteria under the 
Heritage planning scheme policy of the Brisbane City Plan 2014. It is significant because:

Historical
CRITERION A

The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the city's or local area’s history

as evidence of Ascot's development as an elite suburb in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Representative
CRITERION D

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a particular class or classes of cultural 
places

as a fine example of a timber Federation Bungalow.
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Aesthetic
CRITERION E

The place is important because of its aesthetic significance

for the simplicity and elegance of its architectural elements.
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Note: This citation has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external 
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects 
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes 
available. The purpose of this citation is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and 
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information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner, 
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.

Citation prepared by — Brisbane City Council (page revised September 2020)
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