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Key details

Addresses Along  Royal Esplanade, Manly, Queensland 4178

Type of place Retaining wall, Garden

Period Interwar 1919-1939

Geolocation -27.455442 153.186411

Key dates Local Heritage Place Since — 1 January 2004
Date of Information — May 2011

Constructed in the 1930s, the stone walls and gardens along the Royal Esplanade were built as a result of
government relief works and a movement to reclaim and beautify the seafront. Wynnum, Manly and Lota had
become popular as seaside locales, and Manly had improved its appeal with the addition of bathing boxes in
1929. After the impacts of the Depression were felt, government-funded projects were undertaken to provide
relief work for the unemployed. The stone retaining wall was one of several constructed in this period and was
erected as part of the improvement of the Esplanade between Manly and Lota. The gardens were planted under
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a beautification scheme, following complaints from residents that the walls had destroyed the scenic beauty of the
open, grassy banks. The wall and gardens continue to provide protection and privacy for the houses along the
Esplanade, as well as evidence of the government relief projects of the 1930s.
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Note: This information has been prepared on the basis of evidence available at the time including an external
examination of the building. The statement of significance is a summary of the most culturally important aspects
of the property based on the available evidence, and may be re-assessed if further information becomes
available. The purpose of this information is to provide an informed evaluation for heritage registration and
information. This does not negate the necessity for a thorough conservation study by a qualified practitioner,
before any action is taken which may affect its heritage significance.
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